BIOLOGY
lese's idea, and the 'Berlese Funnel* as the apparatus is
now called, has been used in many parts of the Arctic.
It has given amazing results. The Arctic soil, covered
for many months by snow which in the winter has a
temperature of many degrees below freezing point, har-
bours vast quantities of these minute beings. The des-
cription of the different kinds would fill many volumes.
Many of these creatures are the same as are to be found
farther south; many again have hitherto been known to
exist only in the Arctic regions. Experiments have been
made which show that they can keep alive for months at
a time even when frozen in a lump of ice; and it is
believed that their eggs so embedded will keep for years.
Then one day, when the ice melts, they hatch out and
begin their modest life in the darkness among the
withered leaves.
Of what interest are these little creatures? There is
naturally always scientific interest in the study of yet
another of the many aspects of life, and therefore the
systematic zoologist describes the different varieties,
draws and photographs them, and classifies them. But
there is more to it than this. They have their place in
the great Arctic scheme; they live on rotting vegetation,
they help to break it down and transform it into nourish-
ment for new growth. They themselves serve as food for
other organisms; therefore they must be studied as a link
in the chain. Their number in a given square surface
measurement is also studied, in differing vegetation; on
Arctic moorland, in mountain country or the salt
marshes by the shore,
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